
Upcoming Calendar

The complete calendar through Jan 2027 
is on the last page of the newsletter

January Meeting
By Amy Townsend 

Shelley opened the meeting by thanking 
outgoing club officers and welcoming 
incoming club officers for 2026. The 
program for the meeting will be tasting 
lagers.

GEBL’s Brewer of the Year is Lori Brown. 
Czech Premium Pale Lager will be her 
same-brew pick. Other same-brews this 
year will be coffee porter, Kolsch and 
some version of Clone Wars.

Shelley presented a “thank you” gift 
certificate to S2S owner Doug Milnor, 
owner of S2S.

Tim McTee will lead the 2026 Fresh Hop 
Beer Competition as coordinator – a new 
volunteer position.

Dues will be increased in 2026: $15 
Single/$25 family. Cut-off for payment is 
April to continue receiving email.

Shelley said a Club constitution 
committee has been formed to update 

the GEBL constitution; they plan
to complete the updates by February. 
The changes will be voted on by the 
Board, and then the Membership.

Honorary GEBL members for 2026 are:

• Doug and Christine Milnor (S2S)

• Dan Custer (S2S)

• R.J. Whitlow (5 Rights)

• Kevin Sullivan (BSG)

• Matt Edwards (Georgetown Brewing)

• Tina Anderson (Georgetown Brewing)

Steve thanked members for providing 
copies of many old newsletters. They 
have all been scanned and posted to our 
web site, thanks to Webmaster Will 
Seed.

Shelley said that 2026 is GEBL’s 30th 
anniversary, with more information to 
come about celebrations.

Karen asked about member interest in 
participating in Beerstock. An email 
survey to be sent soon regarding 
locating the event in Sedro Wooley or
Orting for 2026.

Our new guest is Avery, who has been 
brewing for 2 weeks! He’s brewed only 
extract so far. He heard about GEBL 
through Jim Trimble.
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The purpose of The Greater Everett Brewers League is to promote and educate 
homebrewers in the production of craft-style homebrewed beers. As an AHA social club, 
we improve members’ brewing skills by providing mentoring and networking to fellow 
brewers, promoting BJCP judging, providing evaluation and competition entry 
information, as well as promoting the local craft beer movement.
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January Tasting Results, Open Lagers
By Lori Brown

Happy 30th Anniversary GEBL!
By Lori Brown

Over the course of this year, we plan to dig into our club history in 5-year 
increments.  The hope is to highlight some cool moments and photos in the 
newsletter.

The Beginning (1996-2001)

March 14th marks the 30th anniversary of GEBL!  The club was formally started 
by John Hartline in 1996.  He spoke to the club in August 2001, discussing the 
formation and early years of GEBL.  Rather than attempting to summarize his 
talk, you can read his presentation outline from that August 2001 meeting at the 
end of this article. 

Some early highlights include club visits by Charlie Papazian! Bert Grant!  and 
Rande Reed!  The GEBL Newsletter winning the AHA award for Best Newsletter 
in 1999!  Shelley Albright winning the First GEBL Brewer of the Year in 1999!  A 
pub crawl on Mike Hales double decker bus in 2001!  Unfortunately, there is not 
a lot of photographic evidence from this era.
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Many, many, many homebrewers have been a part of GEBL over its 30-year 
history. Remarkably, we still have 7 continuously active club members from the 
first 5 years of GEBL (1996-2001)!
• Shelley and Gary Albright
• Dennis and Louise Fugier
• Lori Brown
• Eric and Julie Wilson
I encourage everyone to check out the Newsletter archives on our website 
www.gebl.org for way more history than I could possibly summarize in a short 
article.

1996 GEBL Logo 1998 GEBL Logo

1998 Scuttlebutt gathering (from April 1998 newsletter)
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Club Founder John Hartline (from December 1999 newsletter)

2001GEBL/CBG joint pub crawl on Hale’s double decker English bus
(Mike Hale drove)
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2026 Officers

President Shelley Albright president@gebl.org

Vice President Lori Brown vp@gebl.org

Treasurer Pete Stachowiak treasurer@gebl.org

Secretary Amy Townsend secretary@gebl.org

Membership Will Fredin membership@gebl.org

Librarian/Webmaster William Seed webmaster@gebl.org

Newsletter Steve Macaulay newsletter@gebl.org

Keep in Touch with Members

Quaffing some amazing brews, brewing a special batch, have a brewing question, 
planning a craft beer vacation and have some questions? Keep in touch with GEBL on 
our Facebook page. A great way for new and old members to keep in touch.
GEBL Facebook here

Got ideas for the newsletter, or some beer pics you’d like to share? Send them to: 
newsletter@gebl.org

https://www.facebook.com/greatereverettbrewersleague/
mailto:newsletter@gebl.org

